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FIRST HAM IN SPACE, W5LFL - SK 

HUNTSVILLE, AL ï The Association of Space Explorers received word from the family of 

Owen K. Garriott, who asked them to pass along the sad news that Skylab and Shuttle astro-

naut Owen Garriott has passed away at his home in Huntsville, Alabama. Garriott was 88. 

Garriott operated the worldôs first Amateur Radio Station from space, W5LFL, which has 

since expanded into an important activity on dozens of shuttle flights, Space Station Mir and 

now the International Space 

Station, with scores of astro-

nauts and cosmonauts partici-

pating. 

ñI managed to do it in my off-

duty hours, and it was a pleas-

ure to get involved in it and to 

talk with people who are as in-

terested in space as the 100,000 

hams on the ground seemed to 

be,ò he said in an interview 

published in the February 1984 

edition of QST. ñSo, it was just 

a pleasant experience, the ham-

ming in particular, all the way 

around.ò 
ð 
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LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE 

MONTH BOARD REGULAR 

APR NOTE: BOARD  4/18 

MAY MEETINGS WILL NOW 5/16 

SEPT  TAKE PLACE ONE  9/19 

OCT  HOUR PRIOR TO THE 10/17 

NOV REGULAR MEETING   11/21 

APRIL PROGRAM 

 4) Charlie KÏTAN - Intro to Anderson PowerPoles and plans for two hands-on ses     

sions building and using them. 

1) President Steve K7SWF comments, introduction of new and upgraded Hams. 

2 ) President Steve K7SWF discuss Fox Hunt and plans for next one.   

3) Charle KÏTAN - ARES update and plans for Saturday @ Library 

[h/![ w9t9v¢9w Cw9v¦9b/L9{ 
[h/!¢Lhb  Cw9vΦ  hCC{9¢  t[  {¸{¢9a  

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ мпсΦснл Ƴƛƴǳǎ момΦу Yт[I/ϝ 

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ  мпсΦспл Ƴƛƴǳǎ мрсΦт Yт[I/ 9h/ϝ  

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ  мпсΦтлл Ƴƛƴǳǎ момΦу Yт[I/ϝ 

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ  мпсΦфсл Ƴƛƴǳǎ мснΦн ²т5·W  

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ мптΦрлл {ƛƳǇƭŜȄ bŀ 
Lw[t Іофтл 9ŎƘƻƭƛƴƪ 

Y9т½L²-w 

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ  ппуΦорл Ƴƛƴǳǎ bŀ Y·тtϝϝ 

[ŀƪŜ IŀǾŀǎǳ /ƛǘȅ  ппфΦмнр Ƴƛƴǳǎ стΦл ²Lb {ȅǎǘŜƳ  

IŀǾŀǎǳ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ  мптΦлол Ǉƭǳǎ мрсΦт {. {ƘŜǊƛũ  

bŜŜŘƭŜǎΣ /!  мптΦолл Ǉƭǳǎ мрсΦт {. {ƘŜǊƛũ  

tŀǊƪŜǊ 146.850 Ƴƛƴǳǎ 162.2 Open 

vǳŀǊǘȊƛǘŜ 145.310 Ƴƛƴǳǎ 107.2 Open 

ϝ!ƴŀƭƻƎκ5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ   ϝϝ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ hƴƭȅ 
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 HAM HELP NET  

Starting in December a special ñHam Help Netò will be 

provided on the 146.620 repeater twice a month for 

those interested in advancing their skills in the area of 

Amateur radio. Discussion will range from electronic 

theory to how do I make a DX contact! Questions will be 

taken during the twice a month net about related sub-

jects of ham radio and electronics in general as it relates 

to ham radio. This net will likely be very useful to newly 

licensed hams.  The net operator will call to ñall listening 

stationsò for participation in the net and anyone check-

ing in will be allowed to answer the questions at hand.  

The net control operator will not be the one answering questions but will call to the list as to ñwho 

wants to answer this question?ò This will allow the entire group to share their knowledge with others.  

We all remember very well how many questions we had when we first got on the air. How to make ca-

bles, tune and build antennas, operating procedures etc.  

Starting date December 13th  at 6:30 .  The net will likely end sometime around 7:30 

The net will meet there after on  the 2nd and fourth Thursdays of the month. 

Our net controller will be Mike AB6QT.  Garry K9WZB will also be available for questions. 

 

 

THEY ARE GETTING MARRIED! 

YUP! THEY ARE! 

Shelly Gould (nee Colberston),KI7NTG, and Ron Gould, NT7R, became man 

and wife on March 23rd.   Congratulations from all of us in LBARA. 
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May Birthdays 

Day  Call     

4 KX7P Steve Waechter 

6 N0KHO Robert Haskell 

15 KA7ZTJ Dave Walsh 

21 K7YQ Lee St. Clair 

29 KD6ENW Dave Zalewski 

29 KI7WRS Bruce Hunt 

LBARA FOX HUNT RESULTS 

On April 6th LBARA held itôs first Fox Hunt of the season.  There were on-

ly three participants this time out.  The Hunt took only about 30 minutes to 

complete with Ron Gould, NF7T, the winner.  The other participants were 

Shelly Gould, KI7NTG, and Mike Murphy, K8MJM.   Steve Stocker, 

K7SWF, was the Fox.  The Club hopes that the next hunt will have more 

members participating.  Fun was had by all.  Rumor has it that Mike Mur-

phy will be improving his Fox Hunting equipment and antenna!  Any truth 

to that rumor, Mike? :) 
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HAM LICENSE CLASSES 

A recent set of licensing classes were held by members of LBARA and the subsequent testing sessions 

resulted in the following new licensees and their upgrades: 

  

   William Stephens III      KJ7FLC  Tech             

   Edward Mylotte              KD9MVW     Tech      

   David Gunderson             KJ7FLB  General 

   David Smearman             KC7GDT  General 

In case you may 

need an emer-

gency fuse re-

placement - I 

ran across this 

chart the other 

day. 

This is why my 

wife will no 

longer let me 

climb my tow-

er...at least this 

is what she 

thinks she sees! 

BEAM HEADING MOUSE PAD 

I wonder if most hams have 

their computer turn their 

beam antenna for them?  

Well, I still do it the old 

fashioned way and I  

thought of a way to simplify 

that. 

I created a great circle azi-

muth map online and had it 

printed on a mouse pad.  

Quick look down gives me 

the general heading of the 

station I want to work. 

I like to use NS6Tôs free 

mapping website (https://

ns6t.net/azimuth/

azimuth.html) and I set the 

distance  mapped to 2500 

km as that is the maximum 

range for meteor scatter. 

I used Walmart to print the pad but there are many places that will do that for very low cost. 


