London Bridge Amateur Radio Association

STATIC
February 2018
From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB
We are half way through February and the London Bridge Amateur Radio Association’s highly anticipated March activities will soon be upon us.
The month will start out by the Mayor proclaiming March Amateur Radio Month for more than 300
amateurs in and around Lake Havasu City. This Proclamation will provide a voice to the many activities and events that our radio club is involved with throughout March.
On March 3rd, our club members will be involved in setting up the display cases at our local library to
provide information and displaying amateur radio equipment. Later that day, our club will be
providing a 3 ½ hour seminar on different aspects of amateur radio. This will be an opportunity for
all amateurs to enrich their understanding of the various facets of ham radio and get more involved
in areas that interest them.
It is our intention this March to give the public more information about ham radio and to give interested persons in our community a chance to get involved. At the end of March we begin our amateur
radio class (10 Sessions) for those who are interested in obtaining their technician radio license.
We will also be setting up a station at the library on the 10th and 17th of March on the patio of the library for those in the community who might be interested in seeing amateur radio in action.
The highlight of March will be our monthly club meeting. This
year we will once again have Bob Heil presenting via Skype information about amateur radio fundamentals of audio. We’ll also
get a sneak preview of the latest new product he has been working on for 2 years. The new Parametric Receive System will provide 25 watts at 1% distortion.
(continued on page 3)

LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH

BOARD

REGULAR

FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
SEPT

NOTE: BOARD
MEETINGS WILL NOW
TAKE PLACE ONE
HOUR PRIOR TO THE
REGULAR MEETING

2/15
3/15
4/19
5/17
9/20

FEBRUARY LBARA PROGRAM

Garry Fisher, K9WZB will report on the January K7B Balloon Special
Event results.
Tom Hutter, K7TJH and Charlie Kotan, K0TAN will make a presentation
on Mohave County ECOM/ARIES.

LOCAL REPEATERS
LOCATION
Bullhead City
Kingman
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Havasu Landing
Needles, CA
Lake Havasu City

FREQ.

OFFSET

PL

146.820
Down
123.0
147.240
Up
123.0
146.620
Down
131.8
146.960
Down
162.2
146.700
Down
131.8
146.640
Down
156.7
147.030
Up
156.7
147.300
Up
156.7
449.125
Down
67.0
MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System
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SYSTEM
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB Sheriff
SB Sheriff
WIN System

(continued from page 1)

This is also our Big Raffle month with 6 major prizes and 25 small prizes to be raffled off at the conclusion of the meeting.
I will discuss more activities next month but for now I want to invite all hams to attend February’s
meeting on the 15th and the March 15th, 2018 big club meeting. And as always, Sharon is cooking up
some very special refreshments during the QSO Party from 6:30 to 7:00 PM.

January 2018 LBARA Club Meeting……….Beginning of a new year!

Antenna Discussion Steve K7SWF 2-meter J-pole and Garry K9WZB building a 40 Meter Dipole

Joe KF7RNT and Steve K7SWF
cutting antenna wire

Bill N0TUL Looking over the goodies!

The big Raffle winner taking home
$58.00!

♦ Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y?
♦ America is a country which produces citizens who will cross the ocean to fight for democracy but
won't cross the street to vote.
♦ Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to
stand on the very edge of the pool and throw them fish?
♦ I think my neighbor is stalking me as she's been googling my name on her computer. I saw it through
my telescope last night.
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Ham Shack Spotlight of the month February 2018 By Garry Fisher K9WZB

Dave, W7OJT, the Spotlight is on YOU!
What’s it like to make a contact via the Moon? You just have to ask our expert Dave Scoggins, W7OJT,
a long time member of LBARA from back in the 70’s.
Upon entering Dave’s shack you think you are watching a space shuttle launch. The big antenna array began to move facing the
direction of the moon and setting proper elevation needed to accomplish a contact via the Moon’s Surface. On the station computer
monitor he begins observing the weak signal activity that is being transposed on a monitor
through the use of the WSJT software. WSJT stands for weak signal communication by Joe
Taylor K1JT. At first you see very little activity as he checks Ping Jockey (https://
www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA)a special software that lets those who are on and sending
signals via the moon to make schedules for contacts.
EME or Earth Moon Earth as this type of propagation is called, is a real passion for Dave as
you view his entire set up and all that is required to make a contact through the use of the
moon to bounce a signal and return to earth.

Equipment considerations for EME Moonbounce
To overcome the losses and enable radio communications to be established using Moonbounce, very high radio transmitter powers,
directive antennas and very sensitive receivers are required. Frequencies used for Moonbounce are generally in the VHF or UHF
portion of the spectrum. This allows antennas with sufficiently high gains to be used to overcome the path losses. Often times stations will be using 2 to 4 large antennas with multiple elements in phase that can elevated as well as rotate in order to follow the
moon and earth movements. Although frequencies as low as 50 MHz have been used, it is more normal for the 144 MHz, 432 MHz
or 1296 MHz amateur radio bands to be employed.
Dave became really interested in moon bounce mainly as a result of a rare phenomena that happened back in 2005. Dave, with a
small 2-meter yagi antenna was attempting to work a station in New Mexico via tropo. Using the chat site, Dave asked his friend if
he’d like to attempt a QSO. Upon agreement, they moved to the JT65 page of Ping Jockey to choose the operating parameters. When
using this mode both stations are required to be appropriately synchronized. With a clock closely synchronized each station sends for
a minute on the odd minute and listens on the even minute.
As he began to call his friend in New Mexico he kept seeing a signal 500 Hz away from the agreed upon frequency. As the signal
started to decode the unexpected call W5UN appeared. Dave did not realize at first it was a station in Texas that was sending out a
signal using the moon to bounce the signal off of. Dave, unknown to him at the time, worked the station and only later found that
this was a contact he made via the EME propagation. This was the perfect storm, as they say when things are just right at the moment. His antenna was pointing toward the moon at the right elevation although he didn’t know it at the time. His time sequence
was perfect with the station W5UN. Later he wrote an article about his unusual contact that was published in 2005 QST. From this
moment on Dave was hooked and began starting to build a really big EME station.
Dave was originally licensed as WN2IVX around 1963 but let his license lapse until becoming interested again in ham radio in 1976.
Dave got interested in radio back in the days when listening to AM radio was a big deal. As a kid he said that he met a fellow who
was showing him how to hear AM broadcast from 1000 miles away. He recalls all the magazines that were being published in the
day about radio which also influenced his interest in electronics. In 1962 he built his first receiver, a kit from Heath Kit Company
and later in 1963 he obtained his novice license.
He recalled the first amateur station he ever saw was a big station with racks of Kilowatt amplifiers and a large transformer on the
floor and equipment piled on racks. He was very influenced by the magic of radio and this ham’s radio shack. He later was given
his novice test by his new friend and received the call WN2IVX.
(continued on page 5)
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(continued from pae 4)
Later in the 70’s his uncle introduced him to the CB craze at the time. Soon this interest led him to amateur radio as he began to
study for the general class license. He purchased some books from ARRL and the Radio Amateur hand book and started studying
for the exam. Upon achieving a level of proficiency for code and theory he drove to the dreadful FCC office to take his exam. He
drove to Long Beach, California a long drive from Lake Havasu. In the earlier days of ham radio the general class and above class
license would only be given in front of a FCC examiner. Likewise, the test sessions were only given once or twice a month at some
FCC offices.
Upon passing the code and theory part of the exam the License examiner asked him if he had his novice license. Well, Dave was
unaware of the requirement that you had to have a previous license before you could upgrade to a higher level of license. His license expired years ago and he no longer met the requirements of having a current license. The examiner said he could not get his
general until he had a novice license. So Dave, after he’d completed the general exam, had to go back and take the Novice License
exam so he would be in compliance as far as the FCC was concerned.
Upon passing the code and theory part of the exam the License examiner asked him if he had his novice license. Well, Dave was
unaware of the requirement that you had to have a previous license before you could upgrade to a higher level of license. His license expired years ago and he no longer met the requirements of having a current license. The examiner said he could not get his
general until he had a novice license. So Dave, after he’d completed the general exam, had to go back and take the Novice License
exam so he would be in compliance as far as the FCC was concerned.

Proposed Club Programs for 2018….. subject to change during the year
February - Charlie (K0TAN) and Tom (K7TJH) will tag team about EmCom in Mohave County
March - Speaker will be Bob Heil (K9EID) live via Skyp
April - Dick (W7DXJ) on Fox Hunting

May - Open
Sept - Arizona Section Manager, Rick Paquette (W7RAP)
Oct - Open
Nov - Moon Bounce EME by Dave Scoggins (W7OJT)
December - Open
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Lake Havasu First Sprint FM Contest 2018
March 24, 2018
Rules
Eligibility: Any Amateur Radio licensee may enter.
Object: For stations to contact as many radio amateurs as possible.
Power level less than 50 watts
Contest Period:: 0100UTC (6:00) until 0300 UTC, (8:00) (local time)
Mode: FM, Band: 2 meters only. You may work the same station only
once. Suggested frequencies are:
2M: 146.46, 146.49, 146.52, 146.55 Only Simplex Frequencies
Exchange: To have a valid exchange, you must send all of the following
information: The other station’s call sign, your call sign, your serial number, your name and your zip code .
—K7TJH K9WZB #2 Garry 86403
Valid Contact: A valid contact consists of a complete, correctly copied
and logged two-way exchange between your station and another station. Proper logging requires including the time of each contact. Serial
numbers must begin with serial number one and be sequential, name of
station worked, call sign and their zip code
Scoring / Multiplier Info: Multiply total valid contacts by the sum of zip
codes equals final score. Example 22 contacts times 5 zip codes total
score 110 times
Special QSY Rule: If you call CQ or request a contact on a frequency you
must change frequency after that contact. The other station then can
solicit a contact and must upon a contact move to another frequency.
Log Submission: Entries must be received no later than 7 days after
the Sprint.
10.Award Certificate to winners in each zip code area.

NOTE: If you want a log to be used in this contest please drop a note to Jerry France at
grf@npgcable.com and I will email you a copy to be used in this contest.

UPCOMING Activities and Hamfests
2018 Arizona Section Convention/Yuma Hamfest, February 16-17, 2018, Yuma, AZ
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FOR SALE/TRADE
YAESU FTM-100R, 144/430 Dual Band Transceiver, C4FM/FM, Digital/Analog.
Includes warranty, RTSystems Programing Software, Cable and Micro SD Card.
Asking $275.

Contact Joe Merrill at foodshop@npgcable.com.

I have two YAESU FT-2900 2 M Transceivers for sale. These have
65 watt outputs. Asking $79 each. Contact Garry Fisher at
k9wzb1@gmail.com or call 854.1622.

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Garry Fisher

President

Nick Rizos

Vice-President

Jerry France

Treasurer/Membership

Shelly Culbertson

Secretary

Steve Stocker

Director (1 YR)

Charlie Kotan

Director (2 YR)

Tom Hutter

Director (1YR)

Jodi Rasmussen

Director (2YR)

Mike Murphy

Sgt-at-Arms

Jerry France

Static Editor

www.lbara.org

FROM THE EDITOR
If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com..
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K7B On The Air…..The 8th Annual Balloon Festival
This year another successful event for the London Bridge Amateur Radio Association. 27
members attended the event and took part in
operating and logging the contacts. Our effort
produced over 1500 contacts, worked all states,
19 countries and 6 continents. Plenty of Balloon
cookies and coffee were served over the four day
event.

Sharon, K7WZB, and Lana,
N7WAT

Gary, K9WZB, with Lana and
Tim, KX7P

Jodi, N7IDX

Gordon, Don, and Colette

Judy, KJ6NIM, Hank,
W6JTW, and Garry, K9WZB

Angela, KD7OOX, Dave,
W7OJT, and Dave, KC7DGJ

New hams: Ron, KI7KWE, and
Shelly, KI7NTG

“Girl Power”….Sharon, Shelly
and Mary

Gordon, WB9UBF

Barb, KB9BNH, Sharon, K7WBG,
and Elaine, VE4AEB
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Membership Dues Need To Be Paid By 1/31/2018
Memberships run January 1st-December 31st for the low, low price of $24.00
per member and $36.00 per household. (New or renewed memberships during
November/December apply towards 2018).
Your past support has allowed us to do some amazing things in 2017 :
• The club conducted two classes a Technician Classes in April resulting in many new hams receiving their first license. In addition we also provided a General Class in October resulting in many new
upgrades!
• During club meetings, we provide quality presentations from several well known local and nationally known hams, who speak on their area of expertise.
•

The Website was upgraded to a new modern look that is now controlled by LBARA

• Our Education committee continued the Back to Basics class this summer which was well received.
•

We continue to maintain the club’s trailer.

• The Repeater committee purchased and installed a new Yaesu Fusion repeaters and continues to
work on building out the mesh network.
•

We have a Tuesday night net for comments, swap items and Newsline!

•

The club provides refreshments during every club meeting.

•

Club members participated in two special events BalloonFest and the Lighthouse special Event.

• New materials including coax and antennas were purchased and added to update our 146.64 and
146.62 repeaters.
•

Spring Club Picnic and the annual Christmas Party for all of our members.

•

Purchased Vests for our community involvement activities.

•

Now have color brochures about the club and its function and purpose.

•

We have provide badges for members when requested.

•

We also have a room rental obligation every month in providing the club meetings.

• Our Elmer assistance program helps other club members with suggestions and direct on hand
assistance when needed..

Help continue to make LBARA Radio Club in 2018 to be the great club it's always been.

9

Schedule Amateur Radio
License Classes
Class will be held at the Lake Havasu City Library
1770 McCulloch Blvd N, Lake Havasu City, AZ

Sessions
March
March
March
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

Dates and times
27,
5:30-7:45
29,
5:30-7:45
31, 1:30-3:45
03,
5:15-7:45
05 , 5:00-7:45
07,
2:00-4:45
10,
5:30-7:45
12,
5:30-7:45
14,
1:30-4:45
17,
5:15-7:45
21,
12:00-3:15

Room A
Room A
Room B
Room A
Room A
Room A
Room B
Room B
Room A
Room A
Room A&B

Garry
T1-T6
Garry
T2A-T2C
Jerry
T3A-T3C
Garry
T4A-T4B
Charlie T5A-C
Charlie T6A-T6D
Steve S. T7A-T7D
Charlie T8A-T8D
Jerry
T9A-T9B
Charlie T0A-T0C
Review and Test

The classes are free. The actual cost to take the FCC exam is $14.00. Additional materials such as books or manuals are the responsibility of the student.

Register for the Amateur Radio Class
Name______________________________________
Email address_______________________________
Phone Number______________________________
If you are under 18 please have your parent or Guardian send us approval for you to attend this class.
__________________________has been given

permission to participate in the amateur radio training class.
______________________
Parent or Guardian

Date_________
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The London Bridge Amateur Radio Association is having an “OPEN SHACK”
for all Amateur Radio Operators as well as those interested in becoming involved
in Amateur Radio. Join us for some fun!!!

We are scheduled for Saturday, March 3rd, 2018 at the Mohave County Public Library,
1770 McCulloch Blvd N, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403, Room “A” from 12:00pm to
3:30pm. We look forward to seeing you at this FREE gathering called an “OPEN
SHACK”!!!!!!!!!
This is a time and place where we can demonstrate Radio use, protocols, antenna tuning
and VHF/UHF/HF communication information. We will discuss IRLP, demonstrate Echolink, and if we have interest, some Digital Communication. Bring a friend that might be interested in learning about Amateur Radio. For More info, email us
at HAMRADIOLBARA@gmail.com
or go to our website www.LBARA.org .
Note: Ham Classes are free, Testing is about $14 and Radios to get you on the air are less
than $30. Next Class starts March 27th! Are you surprised?
If you are interested in our Licensing Classes, there will be several of us there to answer
questions and show you materials.
We have a variety of VHF and UHF repeaters available for our use here in Mohave County
and we also have maps and lists of repeaters available that lead to San Diego, Los Angeles,
Las Vegas or Salt Lake City. We can also show you how to plot repeaters for your trip to
Alaska, New York City or anywhere! We will be helping folks learn how to program radios; HT’s or Mobile’s and learn how to use them more effectively.
What are the differences in antennas and why are there so many different kinds? How do
you know which one will be best for you and your applications?
If you cannot attend or have questions or an interest, please Contact Steve below or
www.lbara.org for further information or assistance.
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