London Bridge Amateur Radio Association

STATIC
October 2017
From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB
This month I will discuss primarily three topics starting with the upcoming special event, the Lighthouse
Project. Starting November 4th, any station wanting to participate will be able to do so. There are a few
steps that need to be followed to make this a successful special event.
Each person wanting to operate should let me know what days you plan on operating and which lighthouses
you want to work. You can call this in daily if you are not sure of your plan. I will be emailing out a log
sheet so that each operator can print and log their contacts and the location where the contacts are made.
Remember, you only have to be able to see the lighthouse to count and work it. Because of the number of
lighthouses that are close to each other you will be able to run one lighthouse for a while and then switch to
another that you can also see from your location. Just indicate within your log that the new lighthouse is
being used.
There will be occasions when several lighthouses will be activated near the same vicinity at the same time.
To avoid any interference, be sure to first listen on the band to see if others are operating nearby. This
might be a good time to use an agreed upon 2 meter frequency to see who is operating during the time you
would be operating.
The procedures are simple, that you must be in view of the lighthouse, use the correct corresponding call for
the lighthouse and log your contacts. You might want to use a standard way of calling or answering a call,
CQ, CQ, CQ, this is special event lighthouse (N7A thru N7Z,) whichever lighthouse you’re activating. Establishing contact, provide your name and the name of the lighthouse. You can have them look this up on
the internet (QRZ.COM) to see where you are located and obtain more information about the special certificate that will be available. Log the stations call, name if you get it, time of contact and location and call of
the lighthouse from which you are working.
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OCTOBER LBARA PROGRAM
The Lighthouse Special Event
Garry Fisher (K9WZB) will be covering our Special Event highlighting the
light houses spread out up and down Lake Havasu. He will have pictures
of the lighthouses and their respective locations. He will also detail on just
how to log the stations you work and keeping track of the contacts to
send out certificates as
needed. Garry will discuss
what each operator will
need to do to put any of the
Lighthouses on the air.

LOCAL REPEATERS
LOCATION
Bullhead City
Kingman
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Havasu Landing
Needles, CA
Lake Havasu City

FREQ.

OFFSET

PL

146.820
Down
123.0
147.240
Up
123.0
146.620
Down
131.8
146.960
Down
162.2
146.700
Down
131.8
146.640
Down
156.7
147.030
Up
156.7
147.300
Up
156.7
449.125
Down
67.0
MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System
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SYSTEM
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB Sheriff
SB Sheriff
WIN System

(continued from page 1)

Logging will validate any requests for certificates that are made and help authenticate the contacts you made.
These logs will be turned into me, K9WZB upon the completion of the special event. When requests for certificates are made I will use your logs to authenticate and will mail out the certificates.
The next topic I would like to discuss is getting involved in activities that the club has going on. The next
event will be the Lake Havasu City Parade. The Parade committee has asked us once again to help out with
communications to keep the parade moving and provide help and assistance if jams occur or floats need to be
rerouted for whatever reason.
Bruce will once again head up the activity and, as always can use your help. This year we would like some
of our members to shadow some of the crew to see firsthand what is needed in these types of communication
services. Let’s see how many people we can get this year to help out. Community events like this are generally held at fun places, such as parks, the English Village, parade routes, etc. There are more of these types of
activities being requested of the club. Recently LBARA members were involved with a walk-a-thon and
have already been asked to do this again next year.
Lastly, this is the time of the year that we start thinking about election of new club board members. I will be putting together a committee to head up this process. Some of you as club members are eligible to become board members. Think
about throwing your hat in the ring and be placed on the ballot. Along with the process we will be setting up new committees to head up next year’s activities.
That is it for this month! Hope to see you all out at the club meeting on the 19th of October.
Garry K9WZB

THE ARDEN NETWORK GROWS WITH THE INSTALLATION
OF A NEW ANTENNA ON CROSSMAN PEAK
LBARA continues to grow and update the Arden System in Lake Havasu City. The latest addition was to add a relay
antenna on top of Crossman Peak. This addition covers Lake Havasu City with a wide, stronger signal that will be accessible by most city locations. The system now includes sites at the QTH’s of Tom Hutter (K7TJH), Charlie Kogan
(K0TAN), Dick Jernigan (W7DXJ), Nick Rizos (W7NRX), and Jerry France (K7LY). There are a couple more of
LBARA members who are planning to join the System soon. If you are interested or want more information please
contact Tom Hutter (K7TJH) or Charlie Kotan (K0TAN).

Tom Hutter (K7TJH) installing the
new antenna on the Crossman tower.

Mike Doyle (AB6QT)
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Steve Fehlhaber (KE7ZIW)

Ham Shack Spotlight
Tim, KX7P, the Spot Light is on you!
This month Gary Fisher (K9WZB) visited the shack of Tim Lotspeich (KX7P).

Walking into Tim’s ham shack is like walking into a museum. Everywhere you look there
are radios, tuners and power supplies. That is only what you initially see, and if he lets you look inside his
closet you’ll see enough radios to start your own store! On one side of the closet are vintage CB radios and the
other side contains stacks of Kenwoods, Yaesus, and Icoms, including low band, VHF and UHF Radios, all
with matching power supplies and speakers.
On the outside of the closet wall are vintage Collins Radios with all the trimmings.
When it comes to ham radio, Tim is prepared for any band. Tim could set each one of his radios on a different
band and never have to change bands. In fact, from what I understand he uses a particular radio for different
times of the week for different purposes. Tim, like so many hams today, started his love for radio by listening
to the CB and trying to catch that elusive long distance contact.
His interest with two-way radio started at the age of 8 when Tim and his brother received their first toy walkietalkies. Tim discovered quickly it was a real challenge to talk very far with a 100 milliwatt radio.
Soon Tim was dreaming of bigger and better things and his parents bought him his first 23 channel CB radio
for Christmas in 1976. It didn’t take Tim too long to climb up on the roof and install a 5/8 wave ground plane.
From that point on, he was on the radio every day after school and all weekend long.
Not knowing how this would someday change his life he heard a young sweet voice on Channel 7 one afternoon. From that day forward he couldn’t wait to get home after school and meet up with his new friend.
Tim had other interests at this time including track. He was a long distance runner for the school’s track team.
While attending one of the track meets he met his new CB friend on the radio, Lana, at the track meet between
his school and hers. Tim stated that “she had no interest in this obnoxious and typical guy.” Well you can see
it took him 23 years to get his first date with Lana in 2001. It didn’t take too long after that though, they were
married 2 years later!
By 1978 DXing was firmly embedded in Tim’s CB activities, working all states and 20 countries on the CB
band. Electronics was also in his blood as he studied electronics while attending Colton High School under his
teacher Mr. Lindsey.
His instruction from Mr. Lindsey must have provided some great technical skills. Once his teacher discovered
he was operating a small electronics repair business out of the school, he was reprimanded for his use of the
school’s electronics lab. Tim’s business repairing days and performing frequency manipulations , making
power modifications, and fixing broken CB units was over.

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 5)
As the CB rage began to dwindle, and Citizen Band was just not providing him with the DX experience he
was wanting, he was introduced to ham radio from a friend. He first started with his novice and tech class license with the call KB6JWV. From here he obtained his general and advanced call KI6GH class. Now Tim
has obtained his extra class with the call of KX7P. His modest station during his earlier novice and tech years
included VHF and UHF and older low band radio equipment using dipole and verticals antennas. This all
came to a sudden end when he moved to Lake Havasu City.
I first met Tim right after he moved to Lake Havasu City. As I recall, he stated he wanted to develop the station of his dreams. He asked me what he should consider for an antenna and tower. I layed out a plan that
would include a 72 foot crank-up with the new SteppIR 18E antenna with multiple elements for all bands
from 40 meters to 6 meters. Because of the amount of work and effort required I contacted Lyle K7YQ and
W7AX to assist me with the project.
While the project was unfolding Tim at the time was working for the San Bernardino county Sheriff’s Department where he was employed in 1986 until he retired in 2013 at the rank of Sergeant. Although retired, Tim is
still active with the Sheriff’s department as a reserved deputy and patrols on occasion in Needles and on the
Colorado River.
Tim has been involved in assisting San Bernadino County Office’s of Emergency Services installing Amateur Radio stations. He was instrumental in getting VHF, UHF and low band stations installed in these four
stations.
Now Tim is retired and has his dream STATIONS! His most difficult decision is to figure out which station
to use each day. Tim loves vintage radios and his collection shows his passion today. Being in front of his
radio tuning and dipping the finals to obtain proper/desired plate current and watching the glow of the tubes,
reminds him of his dream as a teenager to own such lavish equipment.
His list of equipment is endless, just ask Lana, but his favorite is his Rockwell-Collins KWM-380, Kenwood
TS830, his newest collectable item Yaesu FT-102 and his complete KWM-2 complete station line. Although
not vintage he also has his Yaesu 9000 and his Yaesu 5000 included in this list.
Tim has also on several occasions operated from Cruise Ships, dragging his equipment along to see what he could snag
in the DX world. Now he is getting ready to travel and operate from his motor home. Tim will always have his radios by
his side as he moves down the road searching for new adventures.
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Be Prepared For The Light House Special Event In November
The Light House special event has been updated to include two weekends starting November 4th through at
00:01 through November 14th, 2017. This will be a big operation and will need help from those that have
pontoon boats or boats to reach all of the light houses. I would like to know how many members are interested
in operating some of the days. We will also be able to reach some of the lighthouses via land. Remember you
just have to be able to see the light house not actually be next to it to operate from that location. Some of the
light houses are close and can be operated from the same location if you can see them. . More information
will also be available for the upcoming Light House Special event. If you think you will want to operate or
help out contact me at K9WZB1@gmail.com. We may have other operators around the rea that may also like
to participate. There will be plenty of time and calls for as many participants as possible.

The Cynical Philosopher
I read that 4,153,237 people got married last year, not to cause any trouble but shouldn't that be an even
number?
I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are flashing behind you.
When wearing a bikini, women reveal 90% of their body... men are so polite they only look at the covered parts.
A recent study has found that woman who carry a little extra weight, live longer than the men who mention it.
Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y?
You know that tingly little feeling you get when you like someone? That's your common sense leaving
your body.
You're not fat, you're just... easier to see.
My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that.

UPCOMING Activities and Hamfests
Copafest 2017 - ARRL AZ State Convention - October 28, 2017, Maricopa, AZ
Oro Valley ARC Hamfest - November 11th, 2017, Marana Middle School, Marana, AZ
Harkfest Tailgate Hamfest - Novermber 18th, Congress, AZ
2018 Thunderbird Hamfest - January 13th, 2018, Phoenix, AZ
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FOR SALE/TRADE
List your ham radio equipment here. Contact your
Editor, Jerry France at 855.7941 or
grf@npgcable.com.

IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO YET, HERE’S A
SLICK WAY TO GATHER MORE DONATIONS
FOR LBARA
First go to ----

smile.amazon.com

Look for LBARA London Bridge Amateur Radio Association and mark it as your
charity.
Every time you purchase something from Amazon go to
Smile.amazon.com
The Amazon page comes up just the same as you have done
before. The key here is to go to smile.amazon.com page each
and everytime you order from Amazon.
Your purchases will provide from Amazon a .05% donation to LBARA.
It
doesn’t affect your cost in any way than if you went directly to Amazon.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

www.lbara.org

Garry Fisher

President

Nick Rozos

Vice-President

Jerry France

Treasurer/Membership

Shelly Culbertson

Secretary

Tim Lopspeich

Director (2 YR)

Charlie Kotan

Director (2 YR)

Tom Hutter

Director (1YR)

If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact

Jodi Rasmussen

Director (1YR)

me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com..

Joe Merrill

Sgt-at-Arms

FROM THE EDITOR
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L.B.A.R.A
P.O. BOX 984
LAKE HAVASU CITY
ARIZONA 86405
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