London Bridge Amateur Radio Association

STATIC
March 2017
From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB
LBARA club is growing and if you attended the February meeting you saw the largest number of members
and guests for a number of years. Your club, our club as we grow will require more volunteers to participate
in committees, provide hands on commitment to be involved in carrying out some of the functions of the
club. All of our members have skills and talents that would enhance our membership in one way or another.
In March, we would like to plan a picnic for all amateur operators of our club and community. Our winter
guests will be leaving soon and this would be our way of saying goodbye and see you in the fall. This will
require involvement of a coordinator to oversee this event and helpers for the coordinator in setting this up.
In April, the London Bridge Amateur radio club will be providing 11 training sessions providing electronic
theory usable to participants for preparation for passing the technician and general test elements. The eleven
course general theory will be open to other currently licensed hams wanting further understanding of electronic theory.
If you feel you could provide some assistance, perhaps teaching one night of the 12 sessions this would be
an important way to get involved.
In March and April we will be providing instruction and information about Ham Radio to Boy Scout leaders
for the scouts in Lake Havasu.
In June, we have the ARRL field day event. As a club it is always a lot of fun participating in this annual
event. This event is mainly a preparation for setting up stations for operating in a simulation and preparation
of an emergency situation. Club Stations are to set up a workable station in a short time span and must be
ready to operate for 24 hours. Exchange of information is passed to each station that you contact and
logged onto a computer or paper log. This event is more or less a simulation of what one might expect
would be needed in a real disaster situation requiring communication in an area of our country or the entire
USA. This event requires volunteers to set up station antennas, man the station, and provide support for the
participants of the event. Again this takes volunteers to help in getting this set up and in operation.
(cont. page 3)

LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH

BOARD

REGULAR

MARCH
APRIL
MAY
SEPT
OCT

NOTE: BOARD
MEETINGS WILL NOW
TAKE PLACE ONE
HOUR PRIOR TO THE
REGULAR MEETING

3/16
4/20
5/18
9/21
10/19

MARCH LBARA PROGRAM
Bob Heil, K9EID, will be presenting a program via
SKYPE on how you can make your radio sound like a
broadcast station You will be able to ask questions and
get your audio questions answered on the spot. There will
be a raffle of items donated by Heil Sound including a
Heil Head Set Pro Elite valued at over $ 195. Raffle tickets are available: 1/$2.00, 3/$5.00 and 7/$10.00. You don’t
have to be present to win. All proceeds will go to the LBARA.

LOCAL REPEATERS
LOCATION
Bullhead City
Kingman
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Havasu Landing
Needles, CA
Lake Havasu City

FREQ.

OFFSET

PL

146.820
Down
123.0
147.240
Down
123.0
146.620
Down
131.8
146.960
Down
162.2
146.700
Down
131.8
146.640
Down
156.7
147.030
Up
156.7
147.300
Up
156.7
449.125
Down
67.0
MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System
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SYSTEM
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB Sheriff
SB Sheriff
WIN System

(From The President’s Desk...page 1)

In October, the London Bridge club provides communication for the annual Lake Havasu City Dedication Day Annual
Parade. We have a coordinator of this event, Bruce Hunt, N6BRH however, he will need volunteers with HT radios to
assist in the many posts along the route of the parade. It’s time to show off our trailer in the parade! The club will need
volunteers to prepare the trailer for the parade and to haul it through the parade.
In November the club will be involved in a fund raising event in the 3rd annual garage sale. Here volunteers are needed
to bring in items to be sold and participate in the selling of the items at the garage sale. This is a three day event starting
on Thursday and running through Saturday. If you are interested in having it at your place, donating items or helping out
contact Garry K9WZB, the coordinator of this event.
In December we have our annual elections for board members. If you are interested you could be placed on the ballot to
be elected to one of 9 positions. The members of this group provide direction for the club throughout the year.
January is special event month. Each year a special event station, K7B is on the air during the city's Lake Havasu City
Balloon Festival. This event, in addition to being a fun event in which to participate, also provides an opportunity for
new operators to get involved in being on the other end of a pile up. This event requires many operators to man the station over the four day event. Usually two hour shifts are set up for operating the station, but any time provided is welcome. In addition, in 2018 we will be hosting a booth at the Balloon Festival for providing information on Ham radio
and advertising our club's special mission of emergency communications. Again this requires help from members to provide assistance in manning this booth. We will be passing out literature and allowing the community to see the action of
a Ham radio station in real time.
We will need presenters to speak with organizations and clubs in our area about ham radio.
We’re looking for member involvement with the scouting programs and school programs working with the youth in presenting information and sharing ham radio with these eager teens.
These are just a few of the things that LBARA needs "YOU" to help with.
The list here may seem extensive and perhaps impossible to accomplish. Let me assure you if we all work together it
can be achieved. It's important to remember that we will ENJOY doing it! Each of us are soldiers in keeping ham radio
alive and well for future generations. There are many more things that we as a club could become involved in. Our club
also needs more fun time. We could set up an RV outing to areas of Arizona and visit old mining towns or ghost towns
of Arizona. We could have another special event with all of the light houses around the lake as the object of hams
around the world to contact. This could be a weekend of fun passing out contacts from all of the light houses and provide
certificates for working all of the light houses.
Fox hunts are another area that would be fun. Build the required antenna and use an HT and you could be participating in this hunt.
I have had the opportunity to witness several of these events and it sure is exciting to see hams chasing all over looking for the hidden transmitter.
How about a Hamfest here in Lake Havasu? This might be a future event that the club would like to consider.
Currently we have several committees, planning events and teams getting ready for this year's projects.
We need members to join these committees. It's a great opportunity to help the club or the community in a particular area that interests you. It's also a great way to have fun!
(continued on page 6)
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Ham Shack Spotlight
W7DXJ the spotlight is on you!
This month, Garry Fisher (K9WZB) visited the ham shack of W7DXJ, Dick Jernigan. Dick began his ham radio career like a lot of
other hams. As a youngster of 12, he would tag along with his uncle to meet up with a friend of his. His uncle’s friend and neighbor
just happened to be a ham radio operator. Whenever he had a chance to visit his uncle, Dick would also take time to visit his uncle’s
neighbor’s ham shack. Often while visiting they would get on the radio and Dick would be given the opportunity to talk to other
hams under the neighbors supervision. He became real interested in listening to ham radio and also radio in general on his crystal set
stored in his tool shed, sort of like a ham shack. Thus the start of an interest in ham radio began. Later Dick would get involved in
the CB until he just came to the conclusion it was not for him. With radio now in his blood, his Elmer helped him to prepare for his
license through teaching of basic electronics and learning the code at a time when this was a requirement.
In 1970, Dick was ready to take the trip to Orange County to the FCC Office in Long Beach. Here, for those who never had to go
through it, this is like walking into boot camp. The administrators of the license session were usually mean and uncaring if you
passed or not. For Dick, this was an experience he expressed as if it happened yesterday. He talked about how the instructor would
send characters that were not familiar to him. Some of these were intentional to try and trip the applicant in getting his license. His
attempt to copy 13 wpm under these conditions failed and he was left with the option of taking another test at 5 words per minute
that allowed him to receive a technician license. Well this did not settle well for Dick and CW was never used again. In fact on the
way home crossing a bridge he tossed his code key as far as he could to the water below.
Dick now had is technician license and was finally a ham radio operator. At the time he lived in California where his first ham
Shack was established.
Dick was a visitor to Parker in the 80’s where he would take his mobile station and operate from his trailer on two meters. While
operating he was contacted by Jody Dufak who gave him his phone number and told call him when he was in town. In 1984 Dick
moved to Lake Havasu City where he got to be very close friends with Jan. As a young and eager person Dick became very much
involved with the ham club in Lake Havasu. He became the voice of Lake Havasu with the repeater he inherited from Bob Dunham
who originally had the repeater at his QTH. This repeater, still going strong was originally built by Doug Spreng, W7MCF. In those
days because of the lack of duplexers two sites were required which included a transmitter site and a receiver site. Later duplexers
were added to allow the station to be located in one place at Dick’s home. If you go to 146.96 you will still hear this repeater working and serving the community. When I first came to Lake Havasu I found the repeater on the air and used it to communicate with
my wife. Because of our limited time about 3 visits a year, we didn’t purchase a land line but used Dick’s auto patch for our telephone needs.
Dick became involved with the club as a member and as a Director right up to this year when he resigned from the board. Dick
talked a lot about the earlier days where the club would meet at the bowling alley. A large room was offered to the club for free to
hold their meetings.
During the beginning days often club meetings would also be held in some of the hams homes. Later they were held at the library in
2000.
Dick talked about the club in the very beginning. Cliff Baril, W7IRC, once a resident of Lake Havasu was the original founding
father of the club. He talked about the 10 members that were part of the beginning of the club. Only Cliff is still with us and now
lives in Kingman. The club was always very social in nature. They would have picnic’s, go on trips to old mines, Hualapai Mountain park for a day, parties at each other’s homes, ghost towns and other interesting places together. Other times they would meet at
Site 6 and launch their boats and enjoy the water. A comradery of friends that were originally bonded by ham radio existed in the
club at that time.
(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)
Dick talked about the club in the very beginning. Cliff Baril, W7IRC, once a resident of Lake Havasu was the original founding
father of the club. He talked about the 10 members that were part of the beginning of the club. Only Cliff is still with us and now
lives in Kingman. The club was always very social in nature. They would have picnic’s, go on trips to old mines, Hualapai Mountain park for a day, parties at each other’s homes, ghost towns and other interesting places together. Other times they would meet at
Site 6 and launch their boats and enjoy the water. A comradery of friends that were originally bonded by ham radio existed in the
club at that time.
Dick has been involved in other facets of ham radio including satellite, fox hunting and amateur Fast Scan TV. Dick is instrumental
in the Cactus radio group and the world wide repeater system on 448.725.
In the 90’s when the FCC changed the rules for code from 13 to 5 words per minute Dick was grandfathered in and became a general class license station. Dick is very involved in a group that gets on 75 meters every night on 3.933. Tune in and get involved if
you can.
Dick explained his most interesting contact on ham radio. He was called on the phone and asked if he wanted to talk with a fellow in
England utilizing his satellite system. When he got on the air Dick found himself in a conversation with an Englishman that obviously had just a little too much English beer that day. “This guy was surely drunk and was extremely funny on the air. This was a
contact that I will never forget.”
Another unforgettable experience occurred in 1975. Dick met a couple from Delano, CA. The wife’s dad, Jules, was W6YO. Jules
was the first W to work a 100 country on a 100w. He ran the radio station Voice of America in Delano, CA. Dick needed some
tubes for his Collins KW-1 TX radio, some 4-250A’s and some other tubes. Jules was visiting his daughter and son-in-law in Tustin
on a housing track Dick was building and told Dick that he had what he needed if he would want to come to Delano and pick them
up. This also gave Dick the opportunity to tour the radio station and in Dick’s words “Wow, it was something else I will never forget”. http://www.radioworld.com/columns-and-views/0004/voa-delano-station-goes-on-the-block/330543
The club has changed but yet has in other ways stayed the same. The club was very social along with being involved in ham radio
activities. The age of hams has steadily become older and as Dick explained we need to get more kids involved in this great hobby
of ours. Dick has been involved in the club as a Director, a coordinator of the annual parades communications as well as with the
March of Dimes and other community events. Dick has been involved in the club for about 37 years now.
One other activity he enjoyed was “fox hunting”. We were able to schedule Dick to talk to our club at our May club meeting and
present a little taste of fox hunting as to what you need and how it all works. We also hope to hear some more about the history of
the club. Dick is soon going to be having some medical treatment and surgery on his back. We all pray for Dick for his
speedy recovery so he can joins us once again at our club meetings.
Dick has also been active over the years as an RVer. He currently has a well equipped station ready to go anywhere for fun
or emergencies. He has attended Quartzsite and other hamfests
throughout the years
Dick was this year’s "Ham of the Year' for LBARA. I noticed
quite quickly that Dick had this plaque proudly displayed in a
spot easily viewable so anyone entering his Shack can see this

Upcoming Activities and Hamfests
•

March 18

SpringFest, Scottsdale ARC, Mountain View Community Church, Scottsdale, AZ

•
•

March 25
June 9-10

Tucson Spring Hanfest, Tucson, AZ
Prescott Hamfest, Emory Riddle Aeroanautical Universtiy, Prescott, AZ
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(From The President’s Desk...continued from page3)

Please contact these coordinators to help participate in the events currently available or jump in and be the coordinator of those events still needing one.

Here is a list of members looking for additional assistance in performing these activities.
Training/License Study

Charlie Kotan K0TAN

Community Events

Bruce Hunt

SPECIAL Event K7B

Garry Fisher K9WZB

Speaking Bureau

Garry Fisher K9WZB

Emergency ARES

Tom Hutter K7TJH

Membership Committee

Bill Bramley N0TUL

Fund Raising

Nick Rizos W7NRX

Fun Activities Coordinator for Club Members

Open needs coordinator

Fox Hunting

Open needs coordinator

Balloon Festival 2018 Booth coordinator

Open needs coordinator

Tuesday Net Control

Charlie Kotan K0TAN

Static News

Jerry France K7LY

New members coordinator

Jodi N7IDX

Field Day Coordinator

Jodi N7IDX

Elmer Program

Jodi N7IDX

Special Needs Coordinator

Tim KX7P

Web Page

Open needs coordinator

Refreshment Coordinator for club meeting

Sharon Fisher K7WZB

N6BRH

We would like to see every member involved in one or more of these committees and functions.
Please let one of these coordinators know you are willing to help.

Why I Like Retirement !
Question: How many days in a week? Answer: 6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday
Question: When is a retiree's bedtime? Answer: Two hours after he falls asleep on the couch.
Question: How many retirees to change a light bulb? Answer: Only one, but it might take all day.
Question: What's the biggest gripe of retirees? Answer: There is not enough time to get everything done.
Question: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors? Answer: The term comes with a 10% discount.
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FOR SALE/TRADE
List your ham radio equipment here. Contact your
Editor, Jerry France at 855.7941 or
grf@npgcable.com.
RECRUTING BOY SCOUTS
We have been trying to get younger boys and girls involved in amateur radio to keep it alive for the next generation.

For the past two Thursdays that has finally happened. Charlie K0TAN and Garry K9WZB met with troop 55 to
teach them about ham radio. We were able to raise curiosity and interest and many questions were asked. We
talked about the classes for amateur radio that are coming up and by the end of the evening we had 5 to 6 boys interested in getting their license.
We also talked to the troop leader about helping them out at their yearly summer camp. I suggested that we could
come out for a day and set up a radio and antenna and let them see
what it takes to set up an emergency station. I discussed this with
Dick, W7DXJ, and he would be committed to this project if all goes
well with his upcoming surgery. I would like others to come forth and
help Dick out with this project during the first week in June.
Please let him know if you are willing to help work with the boy
scouts during this week for a day. It is now time to work toward getting our youth involved in ham Radio.

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Garry Fisher

President

Nick Rozos

Vice-President

Jerry France

Treasurer/Membership

Bill Bramley

Secretary

Tim Lopspeich

Director (2 YR)

Charlie Kotan

Director (2 YR)

Tom Hutter

Director (1YR)

Jodi Rasmussen

Director (1YR)

Joe Merrill

Sgt-at-Arms

Jerry France

Static Editor

www.lbara.org

FROM THE EDITOR
If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com..
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