London Bridge Amateur Radio Association

STATIC
APRIL 2017
From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB
It was nice to see so many people at the March club meeting. More than 40 members and visitors attended the
Meeting and watched and talked with Bob Heil. What a wonderful and interesting presentation. Our thanks go out to all those
involved in making this event a big success. A special thanks to Charlie K0TAN for setting up the video equipment and Randy
K7JRW being in charge of the big raffle. Thanks to Don VE4ACA for taking over the 50/50 raffle this month. We will miss you
wintering people during our summer months.
Thanks to Joe Merrill KF7RNT in proving badges for those who requested them. If you need a badge contact Joe at Foodshop@npgcable.com. I want to also let our club members know that as the club grows we have you to thank for helping to promote our club. In addition, the membership committee including Bill N0TUL and Jodi N7IDX have been making contacts with
hams in our community to extend a warm welcome to attend our club meetings. We also want to thank Sharon. K7WZB, who
presented a beautiful Saint Patrick’s table with all the goodies you could want. All of this on her birthday with of course her surprise of two large birthday cakes to go along with the evening refreshments.
2017 Goals and Objectives LBARA Club
•

To increase Club paid membership members over 2016 by 25% or 9 new members. Currently 37 member from 2016.

•

Develop “Welcome Letter” for new and Prospective members by January 30, 2017

•

Present by January 15th of each year outlining the anticipate programs for each club meeting during the year.

•

To provide by April each year a license training program. This training program would includes technician and general
license training for license for ham radio ticket.

•

Provide at least one class per year to provide hands on project to build antenna or other such projects to enhance the art of
amateur radio.

•

Provide a detailed budget of the LBARA clubs yearly income and expenses at the first membership meeting in January.

•

To provide our services and or a program about ham radio to other Organization. This presentation would included “What
Ham Radio can do for our community” and what ham radio is all about. This could include presentations to (Lions, Elks,
Eagles, 4 wheeler clubs, school members, boy and girl scouts etc.)to at least 3 groups a year.

•

Produce a 20 minute power point presentation to use in our presentation of Ham radio to other organizations.

•

To complete a LBARA Brochure by April of 2017.
(cont. page 3)

LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH

BOARD

REGULAR

APRIL
MAY
SEPT
OCT
NOV

NOTE: BOARD
MEETINGS WILL NOW
TAKE PLACE ONE
HOUR PRIOR TO THE
REGULAR MEETING

4/20
5/18
9/21
10/19
11/16

APRIL LBARA PROGRAM
Charlie Kotan - K0TAN
Charlie KØTAN continues experiments with Arduino and Raspberry Pi computing. This
presentation shows a very expensive DIY antenna tuner, using an Arduino and a digital
synthesis chip to control a 50 ohm bridge. An extension is to create a Time Domain Reflectometer (TDR) to test coax cable. Guaranteed fun!

LOCAL REPEATERS
LOCATION
Bullhead City
Kingman
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Havasu Landing
Needles, CA
Lake Havasu City

FREQ.

OFFSET

PL

146.820
Down
123.0
147.240
Down
123.0
146.620
Down
131.8
146.960
Down
162.2
146.700
Down
131.8
146.640
Down
156.7
147.030
Up
156.7
147.300
Up
156.7
449.125
Down
67.0
MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System
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SYSTEM
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB Sheriff
SB Sheriff
WIN System

(From The President’s Desk...page 1)
•

To investigate the possibility of having a Lake Havasu City Ham fest by November of 2017 and make recommendations.

•

Contact at least 4 potential club members each month in the community of Lake Havasu City, that have or held Ham licenses, in
order to provide them with information about our club and dates that our club meets.

•

To revise and review and if necessary update LBARA BY-Laws by Sept.19, 2017.

•

Set up a booth at the annual Lake Havasu City Balloon Festival to be more visual to the community in 2018.

•

To be a part of this years 2017 Lake Havasu City annual parade by entering our trailer as part of the parade.

•

To provide outside activities beyond ham radio to our club members and their families. For example, picnics, movies, parties,
outings etc.

In the beginning of the year we discussed in our planning session a number of goals that we hoped to achieve this year.
The number one goal was to increase our membership by 25%. This goal not only has been achieved but surpassed our expectations
for this year. We are now at 38% increased membership over last year. We are currently at 51 Paid members and 6 honory and life
members for a total 57. This has all been from the help and dedication of our members and our board of directors.
As you read through the goals we still have work to do but several of the goals will be achieved shortly with the Technician Class
starting soon. Our new brochure is now part of our publicity information and our new web site is now going with up to date news.
This year’s picnic March 26th, was a great success with many in attendance. Those who attended enjoyed plenty of food and the
great Sunday Sunday ice cream social bar .
Starting April 1, is another big month starting right off with the setting up of the display cases at the library. On April 4th the starting
of the Technician classes license program and April 8 th the Library presentation On Ham Radio to the Lake Havasu City Public. We
also have our club meeting April 20, 2017 this month featuring Charlie K0TAN talking about antenna analyzers.

LBARA come to the Stage April 8th, 2017

by Garry Fisher

On April 8th, LBARA presented “The History and How Amateur Radio has Evolved into a Social, Fun and Educational Hobby” to
the community. Throughout the history of amateur radio, enthusiasts have made significant contributions to science, engineering,
industry and social service.
Equally as important, amateur radio has saved lives in times of emergency. These and other topics were presented at the Lake
Havasu City Public Library this past Saturday by members of the LBARA radio club.

Bruce, N6BRH, presenting Community
Service

Charlie, K0TAN, going
over our Net Operations

Garry, K9WZB,
speaking on the history of amateur radio
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Tom, K7TJH, discussing ARES and emergency operations

Ham Shack Spotlight
AB7EM the Spot Light is on you!
This month, Garry Fisher (K9WZB) visited the ham shack of Ed Gillespie AB7EM.
Ed started off his interest of radio by his oldest son who talking him into getting a CB radio. His son insisted that Ed should have a
CB radio for emergencies because he was gone a lot on the weekends and in the desert racing motorcycles in his spare time. Ed
realized that his son might be right and it would also be handy for boating, camping and fishing outings with his friends as they caravan together. Ed found out quickly that being able to tell people he needed a potty break along the way came in real handy. As Ed
became more interested he then started to recruit more of his buddies to get into the CB radio crazy at the time. This Radio crazy
extended to other members of the families as the wives started taking over the radios and talking to each other as they traveled down
the road. Ed then moved from mobile operations to a big base station with large 4 element “Moonraker” beam and the joys of
“DXING” began.
In his work place Ed was approach by one of his co-workers who identified Ed’s mobile antenna as a CB antenna. This started a
long conversation and relationship about amateur radio. His coworker, being a ham, begin to tell him all about the benefits of being
in ham radio. He told Ed that in the evening after work to come and visit his station. Well this open up Ed’s eyes to the world of
ham radio. He listened to his friend communicating to other hams and running phone patches with military personal around the
world. Ed could not believe the size of his 40 meter beam that when his tower was cranked down took all of his back yard. Well
this impressed Ed so much that he thought that this would be a good hobby to get into when he retired.
Shortly after this Ed and one of his friends took an Amateur Radio License Class in 1977. Ed passed his novice class license and up
went his ham radio tower, complete with Telrex long john antennas for 10, 15, and 20 meters. No one can say Ed does things in a
small way. Ed only having a novice license could not even get on 20 meters.
Ed said he procrastinated a lot and never really thought about upgrading to the next level. He was having fun working DX on CW
and had plenty of frequencies to play radio on.
Then a hams worse nightmare! Prior to his retirement the 1987 storm took out Ed’s tower. He bundle up all of his antennas parts
and stored them away.
Meanwhile Ed’s retirement plans had change to Lake Havasu City, Arizona. Soon after retirement in 1990 Ed joined the London Bridge Amateur Radio Club. He bought a new tower and rebuilt his antennas and he was back on the air. Mean while Ed upgraded to technician and his wife Georgia, hearing all the ladies over the repeaters decided she wanted to join in the fun too. She
advised ED that Chuck Wittmack was giving classes for technician and she wanted to take the class. So now Georgia was at the
same level of class and of course Ed went out and upgraded to extra class.
Ed became very involved soon after with the emergency communications group and participated in the development of the City/
County Emergency System.
Ed as most of you might know is a W5YI (VE) Volunteer Examiner starting in 1994 and soon after became the (CVE) Contact Volunteer Examiner responsible for amateur radio licensing.
Ed has enjoyed working together with others putting together training classes for new amateurs, working field day exercises , parades and special events.
(continued page 5)
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(continued from page 4)
In January, 1996, Ed became an official Observer, monitoring amateur radio frequencies. If you were found in a violation Ed would
send you a post card outlining what you were doing wrong. Maybe you didn’t identify every 10 minutes or something like that. You
would also get a card if you were out of band. In previous years we all dreaded the FCC with their Pink ticket for non compliance to
a rule.
In April 1997 Ed became a Chief Examiner for Commercial Radio Service extending his responsibility for both Amateur and Commercial Examinations.
Ed has been involved tithe National Weather Services “Skywarn” in August of 2002 and is currently a Spotter #AZ31.
Ed built the original Web Site and turned it over to Chuck Wittmack. A while later another member David Holm took over from
Chuck until his death in 2008. The club asked Ed to take it over again as he did until 2013. He asked for someone else to take it
over after he was diagnosed with cancer in February 0f 2013.
Ed said it has been 4 years and still kicking thank God for us here in LHC. The medication the doctors are giving him is working
and Ed plans to continue doing the things he enjoys as long as God allows. Ed is a true ham and we are all blessed to know him and
having him a part of London Bridge Amateur Radio Association.

LBARA SPEAKS TO THE BOY SCOUTS
We have been trying to get younger boys and girls involved in amateur radio to keep it alive for the next generation.
For the past two Thursdays that has finally happened. Charlie K0TAN and Garry K9WZB met with troop 55 to teach them about
ham radio. We were able to raise curiosity and interest and many questions were asked. We talked about the classes for amateur
radio that are coming up and by the end of the evening we had 5 to 6 boys interested in getting their license.
We also talked to the troop leader about helping them out at their yearly summer camp. I suggested that we could come out for a
day and set up a radio and antenna and let them see what it takes to set up an emergency station. I discussed this with Dick,
W7DXJ, and he would be committed to this project if all goes well with his upcoming surgery. I would like others to come forth and
help Dick out with this project during the first week in June.
Please let him know if you are willing to help work with the boy scouts during this week for a day. It is now time to work toward
getting our youth involved in ham Radio.

Upcoming Activities and Hamfests
•

June 9-10

Prescott Hamfest, Emory Riddle Aeroanautical Universtiy, Prescott, AZ
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From the mind of
Jay

Why does the LBARA conduct NETS

By Jay Matthews N0VAO

As I learned many years ago, NETS are conducted to test our equipment. As some repeaters are seldom used
and with the advent of cell phones, our 2 meter radios are used far less today. We need to see if the repeaters are functioning and
to test our own radios.
The NETS also get us off the couch and into the radio room, where we are spending less time due to the conditions of
our favorite bands. (lower sunspot cycle)
Garry, K9WZB (our club President) came up with an idea to hopefully increase the participation in our Tuesday night two meter
Net, which is held at 1830 hours on the 146.700 (-) repeater. We call it:

“APRIL NET MONTH TAKES A TWIST”
During the month of April, everyone who signs into the NET will be awarded one point. If they answer the special question that
night, they will be awarded a second point. At the end of the month, all points will be added up and those with the highest points
will have their names put in a “hat” for a drawing of a special prize. The drawing will be held during the May club meeting (May
18th @ 1830 hrs.) You MUST be present to win.
The special questions for the month of April are:
April 4, First year you were licensed and who do you consider was your Elmer?
April 11, What was your first transceiver, make and model.
April 18, What Amateur radio band do you operate most and why do you prefer this band?
April 25, What is your favorite mode of operating and tell us what other modes you have used over the years.
This past month, Bruce, N6BRH resigned his duties as a NET control operator and he will be sorely missed. We are now looking
for other interested members to pick up the slack. If you are interested in being a NET control operator, please contact Charlie,
K0TAN who leads our merry band of Net control operators.
Stealing a slogan from Bruce N6BRH, I will close by saying,

73, SEE YOU ON THE RADIO

LBARA CREATES A DISPLAY AT THE LHC LIBRARY
Thanks to the efforts of Russ (K7RUS0, Mary (K7HAV), Garry (k9WZB), Sharon (K7WZB), Jodi (N7DIX)
and Bill (N0TUL) LBARA created a large display in the Lake Havasu City Library. Also many thanks to
the other Club members who provide items for this display. This display is in the public entrance to the library and will give all those passing by to see that Ham Radio is active in our community.
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FOR SALE/TRADE
List your ham radio equipment here. Contact your
Editor, Jerry France at 855.7941 or
grf@npgcable.com.
THE SUNDAY ICECREAM BAR IS OPEN - LBARA PICNIC

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Garry Fisher

President

Nick Rozos

Vice-President

Jerry France

Treasurer/Membership

Bill Bramley

Secretary

Tim Lopspeich

Director (2 YR)

Charlie Kotan

Director (2 YR)

Tom Hutter

Director (1YR)

Jodi Rasmussen

Director (1YR)

Joe Merrill

Sgt-at-Arms

Jerry France

Static Editor

www.lbara.org

FROM THE EDITOR
If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com..
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WHAT IS ARCA AND ARES
Charlie Kotan, K0TAN

ARCA
Amateur Radio Council of Arizona, Inc. (ARCA) provides a lot of services in Arizona , including repeater coordinating
committee, and helping clubs advance technology. LBARA pays $25 a year for membership in ARCA. Charlie KØTAN
(me) is the LBARA delgate to ARCA, and I try to make meetings when possible. Their meetings are very fascinating. The
Mohave ARC president's wife, Tammy Smith, KD7MIB is ARCA VP. I missed the meeting in PHX last Saturday. When our
Mesh Network design is complete I will present it to the board and request a grant for our work. Last similar grant was for
$500.

ARES
ARES is an ARRL construct for Ameteur Radio Emergency Services. ARRL provides resources and equipment to ship overnight to support hard hit areas in an emergency. Leadership of ARES a hierarchy of volunteer hams, who have several FEMA Certs who activate in an emergency. RACES is a slightly different bird, and we don't have a RACES here in Mohave
County. Our ARES is written into the emergency action plans of Lake Havasu Police and Lake Havasu Fire departments. We have an HF and a VHF/UHF station at the Police Station (Tom and I need to get on the roof and PM our HF
antenna before it gets hot). Our 146.600 Yaesu Fusion digital repeater is located on city property. LBARA Emergency
Communications trailer is located at Fire Station #2. ARES is written into the Mohave County Emergency Action Plan, and
we work closely with the County Emergency Manager to activate for emergencies and drills at local, State, and Federal level. We always need new ARES members, and I encourage anyone interested to contact Tom K7TJH, our Emergency Cordinator or Charlie KØTAN, the assistant EC for LHC.
Links to the ARCA and ARES web sites are:
http://www.arca-az.org/
http://www.arrl.org/ares

LBARA Classes Begin!
School days again for 13 participants of the London Bridge Amateur Radio Club technician class started April 4th, 2017.
Eleven adults and 2 young teens are participating in this year's technician class. The program will continue until May
9th when final review and testing will occur.
T
his years instructors include Charles Kotan K0TAN, Jerry France K7LY, and Garry Fisher K9WZB.
Garry K9WZB
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