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Electrical Tape Tips
KØFF
George Dowell Jr.
Did you ever notice that electrical tape, like a hammer, comes with no instructions? Perhaps the
makers figure that everyone automatically knows all the "tricks of the trade". Read on, you may
pick up a new wrinkle.
Vinyl electrical tape has been around since 1945, but for a long time after it was introduced, black
cotton friction tape was still used for most applications, partly because of the cost difference, partly
because of tradition. I remember tearing long strips of half-inch friction tape into quarter-inch wide
strips as a cost savings. A unique feature of the adhesive on the friction tape is that it gives off an
eerie blue light when the tape is peeled from the roll. It is bright enough to be easily seen in a darkened room. Aside from that trivial fact today's friction tape is used for special applications only as a
topcoat for delicate rubber tape as used on high voltage cable spices. Modern materials are superior
in every respect. The first vinyl tape I ever saw on the job was gray in color, not black, I suppose it
was a telephone company spec.
Today I recommend using only Scotch 33+ tape for all ham radio uses, except as noted at the end, as
it has predictable characteristics and is good for every indoor/outdoor application. The temperature
range is zero F to 220 F.
Make sure to get the type with the + sign, as there is also a plain type 33.
3M also makes product called Temflex, but again type 33+ is suitable for every application, especially outdoors.
When taping over coax connectors, or coax splice kits, it is helpful to first wrap the connector with a
self-amalgamating Silicone Tape product. The 3M version is Type 70, and Radio Shack also sells it
in small rolls under the part number 64-2336.
(cont. page 3)
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LBARA’S OCTOBER PROGRAM
Be sure an attend this
month’s meeting. Dick
Jernigan brings another
one of his DVD’s. This
month features the DXpedition to BS7H, Scarborough Reef. This was
an amazing and dangerous accomplishment…...it’s a must see!

Monday Night Net (7 PM)
System
MCARS

CRRA

BARN

Location

Freq

Offset

PL

Bullhead City
Kingman

145.27
146.76

-

131.8
131.8

Kingman

448.25

-

131.8

Lake Havasu

146.62

-

131.8

Willow Beach

147.12

-

131.8

Lake Havasu City

146.96

-

162.2

Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City

224.24
146.64

-

156.7
156.7

Lake Havasu City

449.95

-

141.3

Lake Havasu City
Las Vegas, NV

447.54
449.95

-

136.5
136.5

Onyx(Palm Springs)

449.34

-

136.5

Orange County, CA

447.54

-

100
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(cont. from page 1)

This is NOT the same product as the coax-seal, or Radio Shack #278-1645 "sealant for RF connectors".
I do not care for that sticky material, dum-dum, or any other putty type material that is hard to remove later. The silicone-tape peels off cleanly and easily, so easily in fact that it needs to be covered
with a topcoat of Type 33+ to protect it. This two layer approach, when applied as explained below will
give a waterproof seal that is weather resistant, and stays flexible for years, but can easily be removed
if changes need to be done to the system.
Any time you wrap tape on a threaded component, make sure you wrap it in the direction that tends to
tighten the screw threads, not the other way. That means if you are taping a splice, for example two PL
-259's screwed into a double barrel female (PL-258/83-1J) you must tape each connector from the cable
end to the barrel center.
Always run the tape "uphill" that is from the smaller diameter to the larger diameter.
Start at the smallest end, make several tight turns of one-quarter lap for a good seal, then run the tape
in one-half laps to the center, with moderate stretch so the diameter of the 33+ is reduced to about fiveeighths of it's original width. On the last few turns reduce the stretch tension until it is zero at the last
turn, to prevent flagging. Use a scissors to cut the tape end square, as a knife or ripping will add
stretch to the last lap and cause it to come loose. Repeat the same strategy from the other side, and
meet in the center (if it is a splice kit), overlap the left hand side tape with the right hand side tape. If
the connection is to be removed at a relatively short timeframe, fold the last hat does not stick. If the
tape job is permanent, simply lay the last lap down flush. Now for the best-kept secret, spray the entire
assembly with clear coat enamel or other dielectric spray. I use Krylon Crystal Clear. The over-spray
absolutely seals the joint and keeps the ends flat.

Non-electrical uses for electrical tape.
For taping cables to tower legs and other such jobs, consider using the Temflex or straight Type 33 as
they both are less expensive and have a slightly higher breaking strength. The superior conformal
qualities of the 33+ are not needed in these applications.
One of the most common non electrical uses of vinyl tape is to secure rolls of wire, bundles of tubing,
cables to rungs, and many other odd jobs that use the material for other than it's weatherproof or electrical qualities. To tie up a roll of cable, the cheapest grade of black vinyl tape is adequate, except that
it leaves a gooey mess behind when removed. The secret here is to make the first full two turns with the
sticky side OUT. Then simply twist the tape around on itself and continue making a few more turns
with the sticky side IN. This same trick can be used with cellophane tape to secure hardware store bundles of conduit, pipe etc, so that it removes cleanly. Wish I had a nickel for every minute wasted trying
to get that sticky mess off copper water pipe before soldering!
Another slick idea Scotch came up with is the color-coded vinyl tape. I've tried many schemes over the
years of using red, blue, green white and other color tapes to identify certain cables, for example coax
cables in a bundle run up the tower. After toughly confusing myself, I decided to simply use the white
tape, and mark the ID on it with a Sharpie permanent marker. Foolproof, and lasts for years.
(cont. page 4)
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SATURDAY MORNING’S BREAKFAST
You’re all invited to join LBARA members for a great breakfast each and every Saturday morning
at Rusty’s Resturant located at the southwest corner of Lake Havasu Ave and Kiowa Blvd. Breakfast is served at 6 a.m. (or earlier if you want a good seat!) Most important, the food is great!!!!
(cont. from page 3)
A final note, the better tapes like 33+ have a shelf life rating of 5 years, but still be careful of
"surplus finds", as the age and storage conditions are unsure. Best to buy fresh tape from a known,
trusted source.
Have Fun
Geo>KØFF
From eHam (9/12/2011)....originally published on 4/11/2003)

LONDON BRIDGE DAYS PARADE
For many years now, LBARA has provided communications for the community’s parade to highlight the annual London Bridge Days celebration
and this year was no different.
This year’s club members participating were: Carl Schiller, W7CRL; Dick
Jernigan, W7DXJ; Gary Fisher, K9WZB; Reiner Schick, KD5MBA;
Bruce Hunt, N6BRH; Ed Gillespie, AB7EM; Jim Varner, AE6N; Alan Irey,
N7QLL; Lyle Ross, W6TPT; Jack Fritchey, KI6YAS; Russ Nyblom,
K7RUS; and Jim Gould, KF7X.
A great big thanks to all these club members.
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TOWER FOR SALE
Jo Burson, KC7ATF, is looking for offers on Mike Burson’s tower. Mike, KB7YYKY (SK) had been a
long-time and very active member of LBARA. This is a US Tower TX-455. Minimum height is 21’
and cranks up to 55’. Max windload is 18 sq. ft.
Jo is selling her home and the tower must be moved. This tower is in excellent shape and any reasonable offer would be entertained. (Note: current retail is $2500 plus shipping...editor) The tower is located at 1691 Laverne Lane, Lake Havasu City, AZ. Jo can be reached at 928.855.7125.
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PUNS FOR EDUCATED MINDS
1. The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned
out to be an optical Aleutian.
3. She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.
4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, because
it was a weapon of math disruption.
5. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.
6. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.
7. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart.

Upcoming Activities and Hamfests
October 22, 2011

Old Pueblo RC Hamfest - Kino Sports Park, Tucson, AZ

December 3, 2011

Superstition Hamfest - Mesa Commuinty College, Mesa, AZ

January 21-28, 2012

Quartzfest - www.quartzfest.org - Quartsite, AZ

January 28, 2012

Palm Springs Hamfest - Palm Springs, CA

February 17-18, 2012

ARRL SW Division Convention - Yuma, AZ

July 20-22, 2012

ARCA/Williams Hamfest - Williams, AZ

Are you looking to upgrade your license?
Give our VE Exam Team a call.
See Ed Gillespie, AB7EM at #453.7412
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FOR SALE/TRADE
ADI 201 VHF 40 Channel. New in box. $90.00. Contact
Dick Jernigan, W7DXJ.

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Jerry France

President

Carl Schiller

Vice-President

Al Keys

Treasurer

Lyle Sibbald/Lyle Ross

Secretary

Dick Jernigan

Director (2 YR)

Reiner Schick

Director (2 YR)

Jim Gould

Director (1 YR)

Cliff Baril

Director (1YR)

Jim Varner

Sgt-at-Arms

Ed Gillespie

Web Master

Jerry France

Static Editor

If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@uneedspeed.net or

Jack Fritchey

Membership Chair

francej@ajsinsurance.com.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.lbara.net

FROM THE EDITOR
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L.B.A.R.A
P.O. BOX 984
LAKE HAVASU CITY
ARIZONA 86405

ATTENTION READERS
Please note that this issue represents a “work-in-progress”
and there are a number of changes to be made in subsequent issues. I would greatly appreciate your comments,
both good and bad, as well as any suggestions for future
issues. This issue also begins our first attempt to deliver
the STATIC to your doorstep electronically. Please keep
me abreast of any email address changes you may have and
I promise to have this delivered promptly and accurately.
Also, I still have a number of articles awaiting publication
and will do so in the future. This is your newsletter, so
keep the articles, letters, and pictures coming. I can be
reached at home (855.7941) or via email at
grf@npgcable.com .
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EQUIPMENT FOR
SALE
EDITOR’S NOTE : List your items for sale
here. Ham radio related only, please. Include a
picture if you like (please use a jpg format).
Email all to me at grf@npgcable.com) along
with your name and phone number.

