CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY OFFICIALS SEE
ADVANTAGES OF SSTV IN DRILL
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) volunteers in California made slow-scan TV part of the communication mix when they participated in a voluntary wildfire evacuation drill April 30. The exercise involved residents of nearly 400 homes in a high fire hazard area of Santa Barbara County, and ARES' use of
SSTV definitely caught the eye of emergency officials.
"ARES provided us with the only continuous, real-time information on traffic flow and conditions in the incident area," said Jay McAmis of the county's Office of Emergency Services. "It was great!"
Santa Barbara South County ARES Emergency Coordinator Lou Dartanner, N6ZKJ, says communicators
with SSTV gear deployed at three locations along a narrow, winding road out of the canyon and in two locations along the evacuation route to a reception center some five miles away. Three additional ARES members provided voice reports on traffic flow, while four other team volunteers supported the field activity at
the command post and reception center.
Since the county's inaugural test of its new "reverse 911" system failed to reach everyone, many residents
were alerted instead by sheriff's units using public address systems and by search-and-rescue team members
going door to door. "As a result, instead of the traffic jam with fender-benders and finger-wagging, an orderly trickle of vehicles moved out of the area,"
Dartanner reports. "An SSTV station was set up at the reception center, and a crowd of about three dozen
jostled around the monitor all morning, watching the near-continuous stream of pictures coming in from the
field. A second, portable system was set up in back of a car at the Command Post, and the Incident Commander was able to see exactly what was--or was not--occurring in the incident area."
More than 200 residents participated, as did personnel from 21 agencies and organizations. "Local fire officials are excited about using SSTV capability in the future," Dartanner says, "and ARES will continue to
play an important role in their activities."
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LICENSE PLATES
Thank you for all of your correspondence on the new license plates. Most hams agree that
John KC7IM has done an excellent job of designing the new plate. The rest of the correspondence was asking to remove the $25 fee for all of the public service work we do. I
talked to John and it is doubtful that this fee will go away. However, he is negotiating with
the state to see if some of the money can be returned to the amateur radio community.
73, Tom Fagan WB7NXH , ARRL Arizona Section Manager

Skywarn Spotter Training
It was announced on the ARES net that there will be a training class for new and existing
Skywarn Spotters in Kingman at the Library on June 18, 2005. I don’t have any further information at this time, but will pass on any additional information on our weekly Monday
Night Net as it becomes available

Monday Night Net (7 PM)
System
MCARS

CRRA

BARN

Location

Freq

Offset

PL

Bullhead City
Kingman

145.27
146.76

-

131.8
131.8

Kingman

448.25

-

131.8

Lake Havasu

146.61

-

131.8

Willow Beach

147.12

-

131.8

Lake Havasu City

146.96

-

162.2

Lake Havasu City

224.24

-

156.7

Lake Havasu City

449.95

-

141.3

Lake Havasu City
Las Vegas, NV

447.54
449.95

-

136.5
136.5

Onyx(Palm Springs)

449.34

-

136.5

Orange County, CA

447.54

-

100

NEW AMATEUR RADIO SATELLITE IN ORBIT
HAMSAT is the latest Amateur Radio satellite in orbit. Launched this week, it is India's first. Although it
doesn't yet have an OSCAR designation, several stations--including W1AW--already have completed contacts through its SSB/CW transponder.
"We congratulate all who have worked for the HAMSAT and its successful launch," said AMSAT-India
Treasurer Sandip Shah, VU3SXE, who was among more than a dozen radio amateurs at the control center
in Bangalore, India, for the May 5 launch. With several dignitaries--including India's president—on hand
to watch, the satellite went aloft from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR in Sriharikota.
Going into space along with the 42.5 kg HAMSAT was the primary payload—the 1560 kg Indian remote
sensing satellite, CARTOSAT-1, intended for mapping applications. The spacecraft were placed into polar
sun synchronous orbit at an altitude of 632 x 621 km with an equatorial inclination of 97.8 degrees.
The microsat will provide two new linear mode U/V transponders for SSB and CW use only. Only one
transponder will be active at any given time. The uplink passband is 435.225-435.275 MHz (LSB), and the
downlink is 145.875-145.925 MHz (USB). An unmodulated carrier has been reported on 145.936 MHz,
and a CW telemetry beacon on 145.860 MHz.
Dutch graduate student William Leijenaar, PE1RAH, who designed one of HAMSAT's transponders, saw
the PSLV-C6 vehicle carry the satellite skyward from SDSC SHAR. "It was very interesting to see how
my radio finally went into space," he said afterward. "It is the best ham radio experience in my life."
There's more information on the AMSAT-India Web site: http://www.amsatindia.com/hamsat.htm .

CW RULES
At least that’s how Dick, W7ZR sees it! Last Friday the Jay Leno show had a contest between two veteran
CW ops and two younger techno types operating “text messaging” via their cell phones. Each team sent
the message: “I just saved a bundle on my car insurance”. Guess what? The CW ops beat the text messaging hands down! As Jay put it to the techies, “you just beat by 140 year old technology”. If you’d like to
watch this segment, put your browers to:
http://www.kkn.net/~n6tv/ Text_vs_Morse_Leno_2005_o5_13.wmv
(or)
http://james.michener.com/CW_v_SMS.org.
It’s a bit of a download but worth it. Download the file and “Save As” (file name) to your desktop. Run
the file from there (Don’t make my mistake and attempt to run the file from the URL!).
Tnx Dick, W7AR
NOTICE: LAST ISSUE. IT’S TIME FOR A SUMMER BREAK!
SEE YOU NEXT SEPTEMBER. KEEP SENDING ME YOUR PHOTOS AND ARTICLES…Jerry

REWARD OFFERED
A REWARD OF 500 MICROFARADS IS OFFERED FOR
INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST OF
THIS DESPERATE CRIMINAL

HOP-A-LONG CAPACITY
THIS UNRECTIFIED CRIMINAL ESCAPED FROM A WESTERN PRIMARY CELL
WHERE HE HAD BEEN CLAMPED IN IONS AWAITING THE GAUSS CHAMBER.
HE WAS CHARGED WITH THE INDUCTION OF AN 18 TURN COIL NAMED MILLIHENRY WHO WAS FOUND CHOKED AND ROBBED OF VALUABLE JOULES. HE
IS ARMED WITH A CARBON ROD AND IS A POTENTIAL KILLER. CAPACITY IS
ALSO CHARGED WITH DRIVING DC MOTOR OVER A WHEATSTONE BRIDGE
AND REFUSING TO LET THE BAND-PASS.
IF ENCOUNTERED, HE MAY OFFER SERIES OF RESISTANCE. THE ELECTROMOTIVE FORCE SPENT THE NIGHT SEARCHING FOR HIM IN A MAGNETIC FIELD,
WHERE HE HAD GONE TO EARTH. THEY HAD NO SUCCESS AND BELIEVED HE
HAD RETURNED OHM VIA A SHORT
CIRCUIT.
HE WAS LAST SEEN RIDING A KILOCYCLE WITH HIS FRIEND EDDY CURRENT
WHO WAS PLAYING A HARMONIC.
TNX Richard, W7CRZ and Dick, W7ZR
WORDS OF WISDOM
ADULT: A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in the middle.
BEAUTY PARLOR: A place where women curl up and dye.
CANNIBAL: Someone who is fed up with people.
CHICKENS: The only animals you eat before they were born and after they are dead.
COMMITTEE: A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours.
DUST: Mud with the juice squeezed out.
EGOIST: Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation.

White Mountain Hamfest, June 4 & 5, see www.whitemtnhamfest.com for details
Williams ARRL State Convention – July 7-10, 2005, Williams Arizona
Santa Maria SwapFest - sponsored by the Satellite ARC. See www.satellitearc.com/
swapfest2004.htm for details
Kingman Fallfest - September 17, 7 a.m., Mohave Community College parking lot, King
man, AZ. This is the 13th annual Hamfest sponsored by the Haualapai ARC. Contact Bill
Beaman (KA0IYS), 928.758.6780 or email train@citlink.net
ARRL Southwest Division Convention - “The Best In The West”, Aug27-29 at the Wild
Horse Pass Resort & Spa, Phoenix, AZ. Featured will be Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, ARRL
CEO, will be discussing the future of amateur radio. See:
www.hamradio2004.com/swdc2004

FOR SALE/TRADE
ALINCO DX77 MOBILE TRANSCEIVER - 100 w, 166-6m, CW filter, Removable Face Plate, Jim Varner, AE6N, 680.7259

ICOM 28H - 2m, 45/5w, with original manual and mike. $120.

Call Dick Zalewski, W7ZR,

505.5489 or <w7zr@citlink.net>

TUBES WANTED - have acquired an old BC-610 E World War 2 transmitter.

Looking
for a 250TH and 100TH (2 needed) tubes. If you have or know some with these tubes, please call me
at 605.722.1226 in Spearfish, S.D. Bob Weaver, K0GZL at <rhweaver@rushmore.com>

APRS OPERATING PROCEDURES
Some recent changes to recommended APRS operating procedures have been made. Stan Horzepa
WA1LOU, in his weekly on-line ARRL column pointed out the new procedures. They can be found at
http://www.ew.usna.edu/~bruninga/aprs/fix14439.html

SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL SPRING
PICNIC HELD AT JACK HARDY PARK

JUSTICE FOR REPEATER JAMMER?
Now off the air and in federal custody, reputed Los Angeles-area repeater jammer and former Amateur Radio licensee Jack Gerritsen will have to put up
$250,000 in cash or property to gain his release while awaiting further court action. Acting on a criminal complaint, FBI special agents, accompanied by personnel from the FCC Los Angeles Field Office, arrested the 68-year-old Gerritsen without incident early May 5 at his home in Bell, California. Federal agents
also seized Gerritsen's radio equipment. (For the full story, see: http://
www.arrl.org/news/stories/2005/05/06/100/?nc=1 (very interesting story— ed)

HAM SETS WORLD RECORD
Guinness World Records recognizes radio amateur: According to the Radio Society of Great Britain, Guinness World Records Ltd has awarded a certificate to
Finnish radio amateur Jukka Heikinheimo, OH2BR, for a record number of contacts made by an individual from one location in one year. Operating as VP6BR
from Pitcairn Island, Heikinheimo made 56,239 contacts between January 25
and April 21, 2000.
FROM THE EDITOR
If you have anything you would like to see included in these issues, please let me
know. I’m always looking for articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact me at 928.855.7941 or email
at grf@uneedspeed.net or francej@ajsinsurance.com.
MORE WORDS OF WISDOM

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

HANDKERCHIEF: Cold storage.
Bruce Hunt

President

Jerry France

Vice-President

Bill Carrao

Treasurer

Anita Hansen

Secretary

Dick Jernigan

Director (1 YR)

Mike Burson

Director (1 YR)

Jim Gould

Director (2 YR)

Reiner Schick

Director (2 YR)

John Hunter

Sgt-at-Arms

Dave Holm

Web Master

Jerry France

Static Editor

WARNING!

WARNING!

INFLATION: Cutting money in half without
damaging the paper.
MOSQUITO: An insect that make you like flies
better.
RAISIN: Grape with a sunburn.
SECRET: Something you tell to one person at a
time.
SKELETON: A bunch of bones with the person
scraped off.
TOOTHACHE: The pain that drives you to extraction.

WARNING!

WARNING!

WARNING!

REMEMBER TO WEAR A NAME BADGE AT THE MEETING OR SUFFER THE
WRATH OF THE SGT-AT-ARMS AND THE ACCOMPANYING FINE!
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