Thanks to Don Nash, KG6WDM, and the Metropolitan Water Dis-

trict, the .61 machine now has a new home up on Black Metal

Mountain. This repeater, however, is now known as the .62 ma-

chine! Dueto interference problems, the repeater’ s input was

changed from 146.61 to 146.62, but the PL and offset remain the
same (131.8, down).
This machine now
provides coverage

. from Yumarto the

| northern portion of Don, KG6WDM, hard at work

Mohave County.

N

Mol

&« In addition to Don Nash, KG6WDM, abig thank you needs to
% go to Doug Spreng, W7MCF; Bob Gilbertson, K6BBB; and

* Dick Jernigan, W7DXJ for tramping back up the mountain to
# make the necessary equipment changes and “tweeks’ .

The building and antenna

A very busy site. The .62 View: South/Southeast to
antennaison theright. the Bill Williamsriver. for the .62 machine.




IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE

THE LOCATION OF OUR CLUB’SMEETING LOCATION HASBEEN CHANGED TO:

LAKE HAVASUYACHT CLUB
631 LONDON BRIDGE ROAD
LAKE HAVASU CITY

(NOTE: BOARD OF DIRECTORSWILL CONTINUE MEETING AT THE LIBRARY)

CHARLIE ELLIS, W6PNM, SK

CharlieEllis, well-known and loved ham, passed away on January
5 after suffering a massive heart attack. Charliewasthe Control
Operator of the Hayden Peak repeater site, a mentor and teacher,
net controller, and volunteer examiner. Hewas a 3-timewinner as
5 the ArizonaHam-Of-The-Year. Hislove and dedication to ama-
et “teur radio will be missed. Rest in Peace, Charlie.

Monday Night Net (7 PM)

System Location Freq Offset PL
MCARS Bullhead Cit 145.27 131.8
ngman 14676 | - [1318 JANUARY'S PROGRAM
Kingman 448.25 - 131.8
Lake Havasu 146.62 - 131.8 SRR SRR FEbihsller,
\Willow Beach 147.12 - 131.8 WILL GIVE A DEMONSTRA-
CRRA Lake Havasu City 146.96 - 162.2 TION OF WIN-LINK 2000. IF
Lake Havasu City 224.24 - 156.7 YOUHAVE EVER CONSIDERED
Lake Havasu City 146.64 - 156.7 THE ,USE OF WIN-LINK, YOU
Lake Havasu City 449.95 - 141.3 WON'T WANT TO MISSTHIS!
BARN Lake Havasu City 447.54 - 136.5
Las Vegas, NV 449.95 136.5
Onyx(Palm Springs) 449.34 - 136.5
Orange County, CA 447.54 - 100




10 Waysto Optimize Your Effectivenessin Public Service Events

1) Make sure your radio isin top operating condition. Small problems (such as loose antenna connections,
bad microphones, intermittent operation, etc.) may be just annoying during casual operation, but WILL
cause major grief under the continuous/severe service of net/emergency operation. If your radio®not in
100% top shape, buy, beg, or borrow one.

2) Don®operate your handheld with it hanging on your belt. Using the radio while it®strapped to your
waist reduces your effective radiated power by more than 10 dB. That®a 90% reduction in power! Hold
the radio in your hand, with the antennain the clear.

3) Regarding antennas, those 3" rubber dummy loads may be cute, but you®@e throwing away 3-6 dB of
power when using one. (If you® REALLY into math, compute the loss of a 3" rubber dummy load used
on abeltclip). A telescoping half-wave has again of as much as 10 dB over a 3" rubber duck and a quarter-
wave provides a4-6 dB improvement. Even a 12-15" rubber duck will boost your signal by 3-6 dB over the
3" ones. Remember that one dB can mean the difference in whether or not a critical message gets through.

4) Have charged batteries and spare battery packs! If you also have adry cell battery case, fill it with alka-
line batteries. Make sure you have enough batteries with you to carry you through, even on high power.

5) Use headphones or an earphone rather than a speaker/mike. Most earphones will plug directly into your
HT. Low cost stereo headphones are widely available and will work perfectly with your HT using a mono
to stereo adapter. The headphones aso have the advantage of concentrating the communications in your
ears, while partially shutting out the outside noise. Headphones will aso prolong battery life by allowing
the radio to operate at lower audio output. A speaker/mike isthe worst thing you can use—it doesn®cut the
outside noise, it doesn®save batteries, and where isthat HT while you@e using the speaker/mike?? (Hint—
see #2!)

6) Speak slowly and clearly when transmitting! Y ou may take pride in your ability to run your words to-
gether and mumble, but the station on the other end may be in a noisy environment and may not receive

your message.

7) Check out your ability to use ssmplex. Even if the operation is being conducted on arepesater, there may
be "dead spots’, the repeater may go down, or, sad to say, there may be jamming. Even if you can only
work the 2 or 3 stations closest to you, a message can still be relayed. To maximize your simplex range,
please reread #2 and #3.

8) Listen to net control and direct all communication through him/her. Identify your station when calling
net control and keep all communications direct and to the point.

9) If you must leave the radio or the area to which you have been assigned, first seek permission and ac-
knowledgement from the net control station, make your "time off" as short as possible, and check back in
with NCS immediately upon your return.

10) Project a good image to the non-hams around you that are part of the event/emergency. This means act-
ing professionally, using basic hygiene skills, etc.

(Willam L. Continelli, AB2CA and "RF Musings', newsletter of the Schenectady Museum Amateur Radio
Association - Schenectady, NY. )




Happy |n Havasu

| grew up in southern California and there we had to live with the constant threat of earthquakes, brush
firesand mudslides. In other parts of the country they have different but just as catastrophic eventsto be
concerned about. They have blizzards, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, range fires and probably afew other
things that don’t come to my mind at the moment. | guess all things considered, we are pretty lucky to live
in Lake Havasu City. | have to admit that it does get a bit warm for afew weeks in the summer, but that is
more than offset by the temperate weather the rest of the year.

The problem with all of this good weather and good living conditionsis that we get lulled into believing
that nothing bad will ever happen. Thisisa problem because we forget about planning or preparing for
anything bad. We do have our monsoons, which can raise havoc with electrical power and communica-
tions over wide areas. This could be alife-threatening situation for many of our residents. | suspect that
we have a very high number of nursing homes, convalescent homes, hospice facilities and hospitals per
capita. If you include schoolsin the equation, the number of potential victims goes even higher. If any of
these facilities lost either power or communications for even a short period of time the results could be dis-
astrous.

What we could do to help if this were to happen isto send some of our club members to some of these key
locations around town to be the cities eyes and ears. We would set up anet control and have the various
locations report in to keep us informed as to the status of the people in these facilities. If the situation dete-
riorated at any one of them, then fire and/or police could be dispatched to the location to address the situa-
tion.

What I'd like to see each of usdo isto compile alist of potential locations in the general vicinity of your
home. Turn that list in to the club and we will compile alist of facilities and the hams that are close to it
so in the event of an emergency we can send people out based on their location.

Consider this your homework assignment for the next couple of months and we will try to publish alist in
the near future.

73 de N6BRH
LBARA 2006 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT BRUCE HUNT N6BRH
VICE-PRESIDENT JERRY FRANCE K7LY
TREASURER BILL CARRAO W1BIL
SECRETARY ANITA HANSEN KG7LA
DIRECTOR DICK JERIGAN W7DXJ (2-YEAR TERM)
DIRECTOR MIKE BURSON KB7YKY (1-YEAR TERM)
DIRECTOR JIM GOULD KF7X (1-YEAR TERM)
DIRECTOR REINER SCHICK KDSMBA (1-YEAR TERM)

SGT-AT-ARMS JOHN HUNTER KK7CK




WESTFEST (Thunderbird ARC) - January 14, 2006. Glendale Community College, 59th &
Olive Ave, Glendae, AZ. See: www.w7tbc.org.

YUMA AMATEUR RADIO HAMFEST ORGANIZATION - Yuma County Fairgrounds, 2520
East 32nd Street, Yuma, AZ. February 17-19, 2006. See: www.yumahamfest.com.

Gary Fisher, KOWZB, GetsHis New Seppl F

12 2005

Steppl R isready to go up The sidewalk superintendents Dick, W7DXJ, hard at work
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Vern, K7THVK, Chief WireHolder

Lee, W7AZ, gettingready toclimb | Lyle, K7YQ, doing histhing on top Do they know what they’re doing?
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Gary, K9WZB, the proud owner

It'sUp! Now, on to the DX!

Not to be outdone, here'salook at our Contest/DX editor’s (W7ZR) new 6-
stack, 200dB gain, “dragon’s breath” being contemplated. That is, if he can
get it past hisXLY, hisneighbors, and thelocal zoning board!

FOR SALE/TRADE

ALINCO DX77 MOBILE TRANSCEIVER - 100w, 166-6m, CW filter, Re-
movable Face Plate, Jim Varner, AE6N, 680.7259

YAESU VX-6R - 144/220/440 handheld, new in the box, $235, Jim Gould, K F7X, 680.7705




ﬁy CQDX ....... CQ CONTEST

l/ By Dick W7ZR
CQ CONTEST

Hereisalist of the most popular contests coming up for late January and early February:

Contest Start Time  Date
NORTH AMERICAN QSO PTY—-CW 18007 JAN 14*
NORTH AMERICAN QSO PTY-SSB 1800Z JAN 21
CQ 160 CONTEST 0000Z JAN 28
CQ WORLD WIDE RTTY WPX 0000Z FEB 11
ARRL DX CW 0000Z FEB 18

* More Details below

| did not hear too many of you in any of the November and early December contests. Here is hoping that
as afew more of you are indoors now we will hear you in some of the upcoming contests.

Conditions during CQ World Wide CW contest were pretty good. While | did not have a super competi-
tive score | did pick up some new CW countries including my favorite for the contest was JT1CO in Mon-
goliaon 160 meters.

The ARRL RTTY Roundup was fun. DX propagation was poor with the SFI in the high 70s. | did man-
age to work 28 countries and all states but Delaware. Finished with 1380 contacts in one of the most fun
and relaxing contests of the year.

NORTH AMERICAN QSO PARTY CW & SSB

These contests are a favorite among beginners and experienced contest enthusiasts. The most redeeming
factor for meisthe fact that they are only a 10 hour contest. None of that 48 hour stuff for this Old Man.
There are two of these events every year so it isagood test to see how your skills have improved. The
even have team efforts. Up to ten operators can register their team before the contest and their scores are
totaled for the team effort.

The exchange on this one is the name of the operator and the state. Watch out for some unusual names
however. Some stations like to have fun by running names like Quasimoto, Bush, or Elvis Yearsago |
was a member of ateam that we called the Eds and each of us signed the name Ed on CW. Nice because it
was short.

January Contest Tip: Set some personal goal for the contest you will be entering. This could be the
number of QSOs or the number of multipliers or the number of new states or countries that you are able to
work.

CQ DX

We till linger at the bottom of the cycle. However the number of solar events has diminished so flares
and storm activity have allowed for better Dxing even with a Solar Flux that bounces between the mid 70s
and low 90s. (cont. page 7)




CQ DX (cont.)

Dxpedition activity isabit quiet right now. For those who kept an ear to the ground or watched for spots
the N3K'S and K3LP operation on Desecheo Island on December 16 was a great catch. These guys were
not the best of operators but | did manage to pick them off on two bands.

A rare Spratley 1sland operation should be on until January 19 using DX0A. Thiswould be a good catch.
Watch for SU9HP on the greyline. Thisisarare Zone 34 one.

January DX Tip: If you get serious about looking for new countries tell one of your local friends of
your country needs. Then if one of those elusive DX stations shows up aquick call on the twisted pair
could bring instant relief. (This hasreally worked well for me....K7LY, editor)

SOME SCENESFROM THE 2005 LBARA
CHRISTMASPARTY

LBARA OFFICERSAND DIRECTORS

Bruce Hunt President VI SIT OUR WEBSlTE
Jerry France Vice-President
www.lbara.net
Bill Carrao Treasurer
Anita Hansen Secretary
Dick Jernigan Director (1YR)
Mike Bur son Director (1YR) FROM THE EDITOR
Jim Gould Director (2 YR) If you have anything you would like to seeincluded in
Reiner Schick Director (2YR) these issues, please let me know. I’'m always looking for

articles, newsitems, construction articles, or anything
John Hunter Sgt-at-Arms that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf @uneedspeed.net or

francej @aj sinsur ance.com.

Dave Holm Web Master

Jerry France Static Editor
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